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Hsi-men Ch'ing was delighted with his promotion. But
Magistrate Hsia, when he learned that he had been appointed
to the Imperial Escort, changed colour and could not speak
for several minutes.
The other document was from the Office of Works. It
related his Majesty's satisfaction with the work that had been <
done in the transport of materials for the Ken To mountain,
ordered that half the taxes should be remitted in districts which
had suffered from the work of transport, and that the dykes and
weirs which had been destroyed should be replaced by officers
of the Office of Works and the Provincial Authorities. Among
the rewards granted in this document was a step in rank to
Hsi-men Ch'ing.
When Hsia and Hsi-m£n had finished reading it, they went
home. That afternoon, Wang III sent old woman Wen and
a boy to invite Hsi-men Ch'ing to go and see him on the
eleventh of the month. He wished, he said, to express his
gratitude for the favour Hsi-m6n Ch'ing had done him.
Hsi-men accepted the^ invitation with considerable pleasure,
thinking that, in good'time, Wang Ill's wife would fall into
his hands.
On the evening of the tenth, orders came from Headquarters
in the Eastern Capital summoning all the military officers of
the Province to the Capital. They were to arrive before the
day of the Winter Festival, and to attend at Court to express
their gratitude to the Emperor. The order declared that any-
one who arrived late would be punished.
The next day Hsi-men Ch'ing went to discuss the matter
with Magistrate Hsia, then both men went home and set
about the preparation of their luggage. They made ready
presents and prepared to start in good time.
Hsi-men Ch'ing sent Tai An for old woman Wen and asked
her to tell Wang III that he would be unable to keep his
engagement because he had to go to the Eastern Capital to
see the Emperor. The old woman hurried to Wang III and
told him. Wang III said he would renew his invitation when
Hsi-m£n came back.
Hsi-men Ch'ing summoned P£n IV and told him he was
going to take him to the Eastern Capital. He gave him five
taels of silver for household expenses. Tai An and Wangi

